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TZEITEL
(simply)

Is that more important than I am? Papa, don’t force me. I’ll be 
unhappy all my days.

TEVYE
All right. I won’t force you.

TZEITEL
Oh, thank you, Papa.

MOTEL
(enters, breathless) 

Reb Tevye…

TEVYE
Not now, Motel. I have problems.

MOTEL
That’s what I want to speak to you about. I think I can help.

TEVYE
You?

MOTEL
I have a match for Tzeitel. This match was made exactly to 
measure. A perfect fit.

TEVYE
Stop talking like a tailor and tell me who it is.

MOTEL
It’s me – myself.

TEVYE
You must be crazy!

(TEVYE stares at him, then to audience, startled and 
amused.)

He must be crazy.
(to MOTEL)

Arranging a match for yourself. What are you, everything? 
You’ll even perform the ceremony?

MOTEL
Tzeitel and I gave each other our pledge more than a year ago 
that we would marry.

TEVYE
(stunned)

You gave each other a pledge?
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TZEITEL
Yes, Papa, we gave each other our pledge.

TEVYE
(looks at them, turns to audience)

They gave each other a pledge.
Unheard of, absurd.
You gave each other a pledge?
Unthinkable.
Where do you think you are?
In Moscow?
In Paris?
Where do they think they are?
America?

Doesn’t anyone have to ask a father any more?

MOTEL
I have wanted to ask you for some time, Reb Tevye…

TEVYE
You’re just a poor tailor.

MOTEL
(bravely)

Even a poor tailor is entitled to some happiness. And I promise 
you, Reb Tevye, your daughter will not starve. 

(#14 – TEVYE’S SECOND MONOLOGUE begins. 
TEVYE turns to audience.)

TEVYE
(impressed) 

He’s beginning to talk like a man. On the other hand, what 
kind of match would that be, with a poor tailor? On the other 
hand, things could never get worse for him, they could only 
get better.

Look at my daughter’s face—
She loves him, she wants him—
And look at my daughter’s eyes,
So hopeful.

(TEVYE shrugs. To audience:)
Tradition. Aaah!

(#15 – TEVYE’S SECOND MONOLOGUE END begins. 
to TZEITEL and MOTEL:)

Well, children, when shall we make the wedding?

TZEITEL
Thank you, Papa.
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