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(CHAVA, HODEL, SHPRINTZE and BIELKE nod.)

GOLDE 
(entering from the barn)

Papa isn’t up yet?

HODEL
No, Mama.

GOLDE
Enough lessons. We have to do Papa’s work today. He staggered 
home last night and fell into bed like a dead man. I couldn’t 
get a word out of him. Put that away and clean the barn.

(SHPRINTZE and BIELKE exit into the barn. To HODEL:)
Call me when Papa gets up.

(GOLDE exits.)

HODEL
That was a very interesting lesson, Perchik.

PERCHIK
Thank you.

HODEL
But I don’t think the Rabbi would agree with your strange 
ideas.

PERCHIK
Certainly! Any new idea would be strange to you. Remember, 
the Lord said, “Let there be light.”

HODEL
Yes. But he was not talking to you personally… Good day.

PERCHIK
You have spirit. Even a little intelligence perhaps.

HODEL
Thank you.

PERCHIK
And you are very brave. Do you know that in the city, boys 
and girls can hold hands together, they even dance together – 
new dances – like this.

(#13 – PERCHIK AND HODEL DANCE begins. 
PERCHIK seizes her and starts dancing, humming.)
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(PERCHIK)
I learned this in Kiev. Do you like it?

HODEL
(startled)

It’s very nice.

PERCHIK
(stops dancing)

There. We’ve just changed an old custom.

HODEL
(bewildered)

Yes. Well, you’re welcome – I mean, thank you – I mean, good 
day.

PERCHIK
Good day.

(TEVYE enters, suffering a headache.)

TEVYE
Bielke, Shprintze, what’s your name?

HODEL
Hodel, Papa.

TEVYE
Where is Tzeitel?

HODEL
She’s in the barn.

TEVYE
Call her out.

(HODEL exits into the barn.)
Reb Perchik. How did the lesson go today?

PERCHIK
(watching HODEL’s exit)

I think we made a good beginning.

(GOLDE enters.)

GOLDE
Ah, he’s finally up. What happened last night? Did you see 
Lazar Wolf? What did he say?

(TZEITEL enters from the barn. HODEL and CHAVA 
follow her out.)
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